
Dear Band Parents, 
 
High school can be a challenging and sometimes confusing time for both students and parents.  
There are so many questions that just finding out who to ask can be the first challenge.  There 
are times that you do not even know you should be asking a question.  The LCPS system 
administration and guidance are always a great place to start but often some of the best advice 
comes from other high school parents who have navigated the roads before you.  In an effort to 
disseminate some of this collected parent knowledge, the BWHS Music Boosters are launching 
a new information platform for our band parents and students or anyone attending Loudoun 
County high schools.  The Information will not be specifically for band students or just about the 
music programs; it will be on all types of subjects.  Anyone may submit information to be posted 
on the website with the understanding that the Boosters will check for accuracy before posting it.  
We hope this general information page will be of benefit to everyone. 
 
Our first post is regarding college planning.  
 
1.  NOVA Northern Virginia Community College transfer credits article. 
The article in the Ashburn Today is a must read for any student or parent that is thinking about 
using the "Guaranteed Admissions" programs from the local colleges.   
 
http://www.leesburgtoday.com/news/nvcc-s-guaranteed-admissions-program-comes-with-
caveats/article_ca1a7fd0-d8b1-11e4-a000-9feda2136024.html 
 

2. College Level Examination Program (CLEP)     Information taken from https://clep.collegeboard.org/ 
Information for Parents 

Did you know that students can earn college credit and shorten his or her path to a college degree even before 
applying to college?   By taking any of the 33 College-Level Examination Program® (CLEP) exams, students can 
minimize the time it takes to graduate, and seriously reduce the cost.  
CLEP is accepted by 2,900 colleges and universities and administered in over 1,800 test centers. 
 
Developed by the College Board, the people behind AP and SAT, the College-Level Examination Program (CLEP) 

has been the most widely trusted credit-by-examination program for over 40 years. 

The College-Level Examination Program® (CLEP) helps you receive college credit for what you already know, for a 

fraction of the cost of a college course. Developed by the College Board, CLEP is the most widely accepted credit-

by-examination program, available at more than 2,900 colleges and universities.  

• At $80, CLEP is a fraction of the tuition and fees for a college course. 

• CLEP can lower the burden of college loans by eliminating the cost for one or more courses. 

• A satisfactory score on any of the 33 CLEP exams can earn your child up to 12 college credits. 

• Taking CLEP exams early can help your child fulfill the requirements of his or her major more quickly. 

Register for CLEP 

Registering for a CLEP exam is easy.  Sign up at My Account, a registration platform that allows you to register for 

any exam 24/7, purchase study materials, find a test center, select an institution score recipient and manage 

information. 

 
 

The following information is from Wikipedia 



There is an additional fee of $10 for the optional essay portion of some of the exams. Each test usually 
corresponds to a one or two semester introductory course on the topic, though the Spanish, French, 
and German Language exams can be used to earn up to 12 credits. 

Exams are administered on a computer in a lab style setting. Final results are available immediately after 
completing the exam. 

CLEP tests are primarily multiple-choice exams (though some include fill-in or ordering questions, and one College 
Composition exam has an essay section) which are scored on a scale from 20 to 80. The majority of schools grant 
credit for a score of 50 or higher, but passing scores are determined by the individual schools and may vary. The 
schools are responsible for awarding the amount of credits you would receive for each test. The scores in the table 
below are endorsed by the American Council on Education as recommended credit-granting scores for each of the 
exams. On foreign language tests, the score will determine the amount of credit granted. For example, one 
university may grant 8 credits for a score of 50, 12 credits for a score of 62 and 18 credits for a score of 73. 

Transferring credits 

The CLEP administrators collect a school code that will route test scores to a student's college or university 
automatically. Currently, over 2,900 colleges will accept credit earned by CLEP tests. However, some colleges only 
accept credits for a few specific tests, and do not allow the transfer of credit for every test that CLEP offers. 

Currently available exams 

2014 CLEP Examinations                   Up To   

Business  Credits 

Financial Accounting  3 

Business Law, Introductory 3 

Information Systems and Computer Applications 3 

Management, Principles of 3 

Marketing, Principles of 3 

Composition and Literature Credits 

American Literature  6 

Analyzing and Interpreting Literature 6 

College Composition 6 

College Composition Modular 3/6 

English Literature  6 

Humanities  6 

Foreign Languages  Credits 

French Language, Level 1 6 

French Language, Level 2 12 

German Language, Level 1 6 

German Language, Level 2 12 

Spanish Language, Level 1 6 

Spanish Language, Level 2 12 

History and Social Sciences Credits 

American Government  3 

Educational Psychology, Introduction to 3 

History of the United States I: Early Colonization to 1877 3 

History of the United States II: 1865 to Present  3 



Human Growth and Development 3 

Macroeconomics, Principles of 3 

Microeconomics, Principles of 3 

Psychology, Introductory 3 

Social Sciences and History 6 

Sociology, Introductory 3 

Western Civilization I: Ancient Near East to 1648  3 

Western Civilization II: 1648 to Present  3 

Science and Mathematics Credits 

Biology 6 

Calculus  4 

Chemistry 6 

College Algebra 3 

College Mathematics 6 

Precalculus  3 

Natural Sciences  6 

 

TIP: As soon as a student finishes an advanced course in any subject (they are not taking any higher 
classes in that field of study) they should take the CLEP test if it is offered in that subject at that time – do 
not wait until their senior year ends.  For example, if a student has taken 3/4 years of a foreign language 
by the time they completed their sophomore year, they should take the CLEP test that summer while the 
knowledge is still fresh to earn college credits. 
 

3.  Scheduling Tip - Sophomore Year – Before they make their class selections for their junior year, have 

students research the language requirements for the colleges they may be interested in while they still have 2 years 

to change to another language if there are any issues. 


